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By Babu N. N. Vasu.

[Read, March 1899.]

The subjoined edition of a new inscription of Madanapaladeva has

been prepared from a copper-plate kindly presented to this Society in

1899 by Mr. N. K. Bose, C.S., then Magistrate of Dinajpur. The plate

on which the inscription is engraved, was discovered in excavating a

tank in 1875 within a park of the village of Manahali,^ in District

Dinajpur, Bengal.

The Inscription consists of 5S lines of writing, engraved on the two

.sides of a single copper-plate, measuring 15f" by 16". At the top of

the plate the Seal is soldered on. It shows the usual emblem of the

Pala kings, viz., the Buddhistic wheel of Law with a deer kneeling on

each side, facing it. Below this we may still recognize the* king’s name :

Cri-Madanapalah, and on the top of the seal traces of small Stupa are still

visible. The writing belongs to the Bengali variety of the Nagari

Alphabet of about the 12th century
;

as compared with the earlier

inscriptions of the Pala Dynasty, it shows a marked development to-

wards more modern forms. 1 ts execution is on the whole done fairly

well
;

in one place, however, it has been impossible to make out exactly

the meaning of the letters
;
unfortunately, this passage contains the

name of the village, granted by the king (11. 32-33). The avagraha sign

is frequently used in this inscription
;

final letters are marked by the

sign of virdma, which, however, seems to have been left out by careless-

ness in some instances, where in order to avoid unnecessary correc-

tions in the subjoined transcript the letter has been put down as

final. In regard to orthography, I desire to draw attention to the

spelling ttajan, for tyajan in 1. 14
;
prattarthi, for pratyarthi in 1. 24 ;

and

also punair, for punyair in 1. 16. Instances of this kind may be taken

as originating from a pronunciation of the compound letters tya and nya,

1 The “ Munholee ” of the Indian Atlas, sheet No, 119, 6 miles south of Peokot

;

Long. 88° 35' E.
;
Lat. 25° 19' N.
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whicli almost closely resembled the modern Bengali pronunciation of

the same. The language is Sanskrit, and with the exception of the

introductory benediction (in line 1) and the portion containing the

grant (lines 27-49), it is in verse. At the top of the inscription,

we find the letter ni engraved four times in one line
;
this appears to be

the official endorsement of the document, ni probably being an abbrevia-

tion of the term nibaddham used in similar cases.

The Insceiption divides itself into :

—

() a genealogical portion, in verse, giving the names of 19 princes

of the Pala family of Magadha, 17 of which appear to have been reigning

kings (11. 1-27)
;

() the portion containing the grant, in prose (11. 27-49)

;

(c) the usual benedictive and imprecatory verses; this portion

ends with the mention of the name of the person who acted as dutdka

and of the engraver
;
it is in verse throughout (11. 49-58).

With reference to the Genealogy op the Pala kings as recorded

in this Inscriptions, I need merely point out that up to Vigrahapala III.

it almost verbally agrees with the corresponding passage in the

Amgachi Plate {Indian Antiquary, Vol. XXI, p. 100). The only not-

able difference is that the verses beginning with yam svdminam rdja-

gunair=anunam (11. 13-14), and with dege prdci pracura-payasi (11. 19-21)

have been left out in this Inscription. I may also note that by the

reading of this Inscription it is now possible to correct the passage read

doubtfully as vigva-priye in 1. 15 of the Amgachi Plate and in 1. 20 of

the Dinajpur Plate of Mahipala (this Journal, Vol. LXI, 1892, Part I,

p. 83) ;
the corresponding passage in the present Inscription (1. 13)

distinctly reads netra-priye, which appears to be the correct reading.

From Vigrahapala III., onwards, we then have the following succesion

of kings :

—

(1) Mahipala II., son of Vigrahapala III., (1. 18);

(2) ^’uEAPALA, son of Vigrahapala III., and younger brother of

Mahipala II., (1. 20) ;

(3) Ramapala, another son of Vigrahapala III., and brother of

Mahipala II., and of furapala (1. 21) ;

(4) Kumaeapala, son of RSmapala (1. 23) ;

(5) Gopala III., son of KumarapMa (1. 24) ;

(6) Madanapala, son of Ramapala and Madanadevi (1. 26).

The portion of the inscription giving the pedigree of these six

kings, appears to be corrupt in some passages, and is not entirely in-

telligible to me. As, however, no real historical facts are mentioned in

those verses, 1 trust that I will be excused in refraining myself from

giving a translation. I merely wish to point out here, that the names
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of the first two kings, Mahipala II., and ^urapala, have been made
known to ns for the first time only very recently in a notice on the

Bdmacarita, a poetical biography of Ramapala, discovered by my learned

friend, Mahamahopadhyaya Haraprasad Shastri, and pnblished in the

Proceedings of this Society, March 1900, p. 70 They are omitted in

the pedigree of Pala kings, occnrring in the Kamanli Plates of Vaidya-

deva of Pragjyotisa {Epigr. Indica, Vol. II, p. 350), from which record

we have been already acqnainted with the names of their two snccessors,

RamapMa and Knmarapala. Of -Madanapala, we possess a short dedi-

catory inscription, dated in his 1 9th year, while the name of Gropala III.,

his nephew and predecessor on the Pala throne, is entirely new to ns.

As to Madanapala’s time, I can only say that I believe him to have

lived in the first half of the I2th centnry A.D.

The grant made by him on the occasion of his qneen, the Patta-

mahadevi Citramatika, consisted of a village perhaps named Kasthagiri,

lying in the Kotivarsa-visaya, and belonging to the Panndravardhana-

bhnkti. It was given to a Brahman, Vate9varasvami9arman, son of

pannakasvamin, grandson of Pi ajapatisvamin, and great-grandson of

Vatsasvamin, an inhabitant of Campahitti, stndent of the Kantthnma
Qakba of the Saniaveda, fellow-stndent of Bhusana, and belonging to

the Kantsa Gotra and ^andilya-Asitadevala Pravara (11. 42-45). The

village was given to him as a dahsina, after having read the Maha-

bharata for the benefit of the Queen. The passage recording this fact,

is of peculiar interest; it reads (1. 45 ff.) : PattamaJiddevi-gri-Gitramati-

kayd Vedavydsa-prokta-prapdthita-Mahabhdrata-samutsarjjita-daksindtvena

BhagavantarnBuddha-hhattarakam-uddigya gasani-krtyapradatto S smdhhih.

The order confirming the grant was issued from the royal camp at

Ramavati, situated on the banks of the Ganges (1. 30). It was given

in the king’s 8th year, on the I5th lunar day of Caitra (11. 49 and 57).

The minister of peace and war, Bhimadeva, acted as dutaka (1.57).

The engraver’s name was Tathagatasara (1. 58). With the exception of

the Panndravardhana-bhukti and the Kotivarsa-visaya, the names of

the localities mentioned in tin's inscription are new to us
;
I am unable

to identify any of them.

I now edit the Inscription from the original plate.

The Seal

:

(
9ei-Madanapalah. )

The Plate. Obverse

:

(1. I,) Om name Vu(Bu)ddhaya i| Svasti || Maitrim^ karunya-

ratna-pramudita-hrdayahpreyasiih sandadhanah samyak-

I Metre Sragdhara.
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samvo(mbo )
dhi-vidja-sarid-amala-

j
alah (la ) -ksali-

(1. 2,) t-ajnaiia-pagkah I jifcva yah kama-kari-prabhavam=abhibha-

vaih ca9vataih(tim) prapa 9 aiifci(nfciih) sa yriman

lokanatho jayati Da9ava(ba)lo S nya9=ca Gopaladeva-

(1. 3, )
H II Laksmi i-jamna-niketanam sama karo vodhu[ih*] ksamah

ksmabhararii paksa-ccheda-bbayad=npasthitavatam=ek-

fi9rayo bhubbrtam I maryada-paripalan-aika-iii-

(1. 4,) ratah 9aury-alayo S smad=abhut dugdli-ambliodhi-vilasa-

Imsa-vasatih 9ri-DHARMMAPALO nrpahll Ramasy=eva
grhita-satya-tapasas=tasy=anurupo gunaih

(1. 5,) Saumitrer=iidapadi tulya-mahima VAKPALA-nam=anujah [l*]

yah 9riman naya-vikram-aika-vasatir-bhratuh sthitah

9asane 9unyah 9atru-patakinib}iir=a-

(1. 6, )
karod=ek-atpatro 2 di9ah || Tasmad^=Upendra-carifcair=jaga-

tim punanah putro va(ba)bhuva vijayi jAYAPlLA-nama
I

dharmma-dvisam 9amayita yudhi Devapale yah pu-

(1. 7.) rvva-je blmvana-rajya-sukhany=anaisit
11 Qrimad^-ViGRAHA-

PALAS=tat-sunur=Ajata9afcrur=iva jatahl 9atru*vanita-

prasadhana-vilopi-vimal-asi-jala-dharah ||

(1. 8,) Dik-palaih^ ksiti-palanaya dadhatarh dehe vibhakfcan gunan

9iimantam janayam=va(ba)bhuva tanayam Narayanam

sa tabhum®! yah ksoni-patibhih si(9i)romani- ruca=

{1. 9,) 9list-agghri-pith-opalaih ny^y-opattam=alan-cakara caritaih

SYair=eva dharmm-asanam II Toy-a9ayair7=jjaladhi-inula-

gabhira-garvbhai(rbbhai)r=dev-alayai9=ca kula-bhu-

dhai-a-

(1. 10,) talya-kaksaih[| *]vikhyata-kirti(rfcti)r=abhavat=tanaya9=ca

tasya 9ri-RAJYAPALA iti madhyama-loka-palah # Tasma-
[t*]8=purvva-ksitidhran=nidhir=iva mahasam Rastra-

(1. 11,) KUT-anvay-e[n*]dos = To3SGASY=ottuqga-mauler=duhitari

tanayo Bhagyadevyam prasutah
|
9riman G6palagevA9=

cirataram=avauer=eka-patnya iv=ai-

(1. 12,) ko bhartta=bhun=n-aika-ratna-dyuti-khacita-catuh-sindhu-

citr-aq9u(m9a)kayah || Tasmad^=va(ba)bhuva savitur=

vvasu-koti-vardhi kalena candra iva Yigrahapala-

(1. 13,) devah I netra-priyena vimalena kalamayena yen=oditena

A Metre ^ardulavikridita
;
and of the next verse.

2 Read ekdtapatro. 3 Metre Vasanfcatilaka.

4 Metre Arya. ^ Metre ^Srdulavikridita.

Read prahhum with the Amgachi and Dinajpur plates.

1 Metre Vasantatilaka. ^ Metre Sragdhara. •* Metre V'asantatilaka.
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dalitobhuvanasyatapahli Hatabsakala-vipaksah saiggare

va(ba )liu-darpa(d2=a)nadhi-

(1. 14,) krta-viluptnm rajyam^asadja pitryam
I
iiihita-carana-padmo

bliubbrtarh murdhni tasrnad=abbavad=avanipalah 9 i’i-

Mahipaladevah II TtajanS yo-

(1. 15,) s-asaij^am ^irasi krfca-padah ksitibhrtam vitanvaii sarvv-

a9ah prasabbani=uday-adrer=iva ravih
|

guna-gramya ^

snigdha-prakrfcir=anurag*ai-

(1. 16,) ka-vasatis=tato dhanyah pan[y*iair=ajani Nayapalo nara-

patih H Pitah ^ saj-jana-locanaih Smara-ripoh puja-nu-

raktah sada sarhgrame dba-

(1. 17,) valo=dhika-grahakrtaiii^ kalah kule vidvisarh | catiirvvarii-

ya-sama9rayah sita-ya9ah-puraiT=jagal=lambbayan tas-

ma-d=VIGRAHAPALADEYA-nr-
(1. 18,) patih punyair=jjaDanaTn=abbuMl Tan-'^nandana9=candana-

vari-bari-kirtti-prabb-anandita-vi9va-gitah | 9riman =

MahIpala iti dvitiyo

(1. 19,) dvij-e9a-maulih ^iva-vad=va(ba)bhuva H Tasya® =bbud=
anujo Mabendra-mabima kandah pratapa-9riyam=ekah

sabasa-saratbir=guna-na(ma)yab

(1.20,) 9ri-9uRAPALO nrpah [ I * ] yah svacba(ccba)nda-nisargga-

vibbrama-bhara[ii*] vivbhra(bibbhra)t sarvv-ayudba^

pragalbbyena manahsu vismaya-bhayam sadyas=tatana

dvisarh || E-

(1. 21, ) tasya^pi sahodaro narapatir=ddivya-pra
3
a-nirvbba(rbbba)ra-

ksobb-abuta-vidbuta-vasava-dbrtih 9ri-RAMAPALO S bha-

vat I 9asaty=eva

(1. 22, ) ciram jaganti janake yah 9ai9ave visphurat-tejobhih para-

cakra-cetasi camat-karam cakara stbiram II Tasmad
ajayata nij-a-

( 1. 23,) yata-va(ba)hii-virya-nispi(spi)ta-pivara-virodbi-ya9ah-

payodhih | medasvi-kirttir=araai'-endra-vadbu-kapola-

kai'ppura-patfcra-makari sa Ku-

1 Metre Malini.

2 The aksara da has been added later
;

it looks rather like the avagraha sign.

3 Metre Qikharini. Eead Tyajan dosdsa^gam with the Amgachi plate.

Bead gun-dgrdmyah : the Amgachi plate here reads hata-dhvdntalh.

3 Metre ^ardulavikridita,

6 Eead caturo = dhikam ca Haritah with the Amgachi plate.

1 Metre Upajati,

8 Metre Qardulavikridita ;
and of the next verse.

^ Eead sa-sarvv-dyudMn. Metre Vasantatilaka.



711900.] N. N. Vasu

—

Oopper-plate Inscription, of Madanapala.

(1.24,) marapalah 11 Pratta(tya)rfcfchi i-pramada-kadarnva(mba)-

ka-9irah-sindLira-lopa-krama-krida-patala-panir=esa sus-

uve GoPALAM=u(a)rvvi-bhujaTTi 1

(1. 25, )
dhatri-palana-jrmbhamana-mahima karpura-pamp-utkarair^

devah kirttim=a-yonija[ih*] vifcanute yah 9ai9ave kridi-

tamii Tad*^^=anu Madana-

(1. 26, )
DEVi-nandana9=candra-gaurai9=carita-bhuvana-garvbha-

(rbbha)h prarh9abhih kirtfci-puraih
| ksifcim=avarama-

tatas=tasyasapfc-avdhi (bdhi)-dammm=abhrta Madanapa-

(1. 27,) LO Ramapal-atmajanma
| (il) Sa khalu Bhagirathi-patha-

pravarttamana-nanavidha-nauvataka-sampadita-setu-

va ( ba) ndha-nihita-9aila-

(1, 28,) 9ikhar[i*]ni-vibhraman=nirati9aya-ghanaghana-kari-ghata-

9yamayamana-vasara-]aksmi-samaravdha(bdha)-santata-

jalada-samaya-sandeha-

(1. 29,) d=udi(di)cin-aneka-narapati-prabhrtikrt-aprameya-haya-

vahinI-khara-khur-otkhata-dhiili-dhuga(sa)rita-dig-aiita-

ralat paramepvara-seva-

(1. 30,) samagat-a9esa-Jamvu(mbu)dvipa-blmpal-ananta-pada-

bhara-namad-avaneb 9ri-RlMAVATl-nagara-parisara-sa-

ni avasita-9nmaj -jaya-skandhava-

(1, 31,) rafc 1 Parama-saugato Maharajadhirajah^ 9ri-RlMAPALADEVA-

pad-aimdhyatah Parame9varah Paramabbattarako Maha-

rajadbira-

(1.32,) jah 9riman-MADANAPALADEVAH ku9ali W 9ri-PAUNpRA-

vARDDHANA-bhnktau KoTiVARSA-visaye Halavartta-

mandale [
Kasthagiri-samviTh9atyavMhikopetasa-

(1. 33,) kaivadarvvacattarattake]^ tr[ih^] 9atikayam bbumaa sa-

mupagat-a9esa-raja-pnrusan raja-raja( ja)nyaka-raja-

putra-rajamafcya-mabasandhivi-

(1. 34,) grahika-mahaksapatalika-raahasamanta-mahasepa(na)pati-

mabapratibara-dauhsadhasadbanika-mahakumaramatya-

rajastbani-

(1. 35,) yoparika-cauroddharanika-dandika-dandapasi (9!) ka-9auni-

ka-ksetrapa-prantapala-kottapala-ajggaraksa-tad-ayukta-

viniyuktaka-

1 Metre ^/ardiilavikridita.

2 Metre Malini.

8 Read Mahdrdjddhirdja-gn’Bamapdladeva.

^ The reading of this passage remains very doubtful.
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Reverse

:

(1. 36, ) ha,sty-asv(^v)-08tra-nan-va(ba)la-vyaprtaka-kicora-Yadava-

g’o-maliis-aj-avik-Mhyaksa-duta-presanika-gamagamika-

ati (bh i ) tvaramana-vi-

(1. 37,) sayapati-gramapati-tarika-9anlkika-gaulmika-Gauda-Mala-

va-Coda-Khasa-Huna-kulika-Karnnata-Lata-cata-bbata-

sevak-adi-

(1. 38,) n anyairi9-c=akirttitan raja-pad-opajivina[h'*']prativasino

vra(bra)hman-ofctaran maliattam-ottama-kutumvirh(mbi)-

purogama-candala-paryantan ya-

(1. 39,) tbarha[m*] manayati vo(bo)dhayati 8amadisa(9a)ti ca

viditam=astu bbavatadi ii yatb=opari-liksi(khi)to=yam I

gramah || sva-sima-trna-pluti-gocara-paryantah ||

(1. 40,) sa-talah s-odde9ah s-amva-madhukah sa-jala-sthalah sa-

gartt-09a(sa)rah sa-jbata-vitapah sa-dara-9apasarahi sa-

caiiroddharanikah parihrta-sarvva-

(1.4],) pidah a-cata-bhatta(ta)-prave9ah a-kincita-paragrahyah

[samasta*] -bbaga-bhoga-hirany-adi-pratyaya-sametah

ratua-traya-raja-sambhoga-varjjitah i

(1.42,) bhumi-ccbidra-nyayena a-candr-arka-ksiti-sama-kalaih ma- i,

tapitror=atmana9=ca punya-ya9o-bbivrddhaye [Kaatsa]-

sagotraya pandi- '

(1. 43,) ly-A9i(si)ta-Devala-pravaraya pandita-9ri-Bbusana-savra-

(bra)bmacarine Samaved-antarggata-Kauttlmma-9akh-

adhyayine Campabittiyaya
j

(1. 44,) CAMPAHiTTi-vastavyaya VATSA9VA(svA)Mi-prapautrayaPRAJA-
|

PATi9YA(svA)Mi-pautraya pAUNAKAgvA(svA)Mi-putraya |

pandita-bhattaputra-9ri-VATE9VARA9VA( sva)-
^

(1. 45,) M19ARMMANE Pattamahadevi-9ri-CiTRAMATiKAYA Vedavyasa-
\

prokta-prapatbita-Mababbarata-sanmfcsarjjita-daksina-

tvena Bhagava- 4

(1. 46,) ntam Buddha-bbattarakam=uddi9ya 9asani-krtya pradatto^

smabhihi ato bbavadbhih sarvvair=ev-armmantavyaiii

bbavibbir=api pa(bbii)mipati-

(1. 47,) bbir=bbumer=:ddaDa-phala-gauravafc apabarane mabana-

narakaS-pto-bhayac=ca danam=idam=anumody-anu-

modya palauiyam prativasi-

(1. 48,) bbi9=ca ksetra-karair=a3na-9ravarLa-vidbeyi-bhuyah(ya)

yatba-kalarh samucita-bbaga-bboga-kara-birany-adi-

prafcyay-opanayah karya iti t|

1 Read sa-dag-aparMhah. 3 Read a-Jcmcit-pragrdhyah. S Read mahdnaraha-.
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(1. 49,) SamvatS candra-gatya caitrakarmma-dine 15 [li*]Bhavanti

c=atra dharmm-anusa(9a)rhsiTiah ^lokahii Va(Ba)-
hubliir ^=vvasudha datta rajabhih

(1.50,) Sagar-adibhih [l*] yasya j^asya yada bhumis=tasya tasya

tada pbalam II Bhumim yahpratigrbnatiya9=cabbumiin

prayaccbati | ubbau tau punya-

(1. 51,) karmmanau niyatarii syargga-gaminau || Gam=ekaih
svarnnam=ekan=ca I bbumer=apy=arddbam=aggulaiii [|*]

baram narakam2=ayati
|
yavad=abuti(ta)-

(1. 52,) sariiplavaih n Sastim(stim)varsa-sahasrani svargge tistbati

bbumidah [|*] aksepta c=ainimanta ca tany=eva narake

vasetll Sva-dattari) pa-

(1.53,) ra-datta vaTn(dattaTn va) yo bareta vasundbaram[|*]sa

vistbayarix krmir=bbiifcva pitrbhi^ saba pacyate II

Aspbotayanti pitaro valgayanti pitama-

(1. 54,) bah| bbumidossmada(t)^kule jatab sa nas=trata bbavisya-

(sya)tiil Sarvvan^=etan bbavinah parfchivendrau bbuyo

bhuya[h*] prartbayaty=e-

(1. 55,) sa (sa) Ramah [i*] stoanyo=yain dbarmma-setiir=naranaTn

kale kale palaniyah kramena || Iti^ kamala-dal-amvu-

(mbu)-vindu-lolam 5>^iyam=a-

(1. 56,) nucintya manusya(sya)-jivitain ca[l*]sakalam=idam=

udabrfcan=ca vu(bu)ddbva na hi purusaih para-kirttayo

vilopyahll Krtah^ sakala-

(1. 57,) nitijno dbairya-stbairya-mabodadhih[|*]Sandbivigrabikah

9riman BhImadevo Stra dutakahll Rajye Madanapalasya

astaine

(1. 58,) parivaccha(tsa)re I tamrapattam=imam 9ilpi Tathagatasaro S

kbanat II _ ,

1 Metre Anuitnbh ; and of the next five verses.

8 Read haran — naraTcam.

3 Metre Qalini.

^ Metre Puspitagra.
'

6 Metre Anustubh ; and of the next verse.

J.i. 10


